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All Secretaries to Ministries and Heads of Departments

Dear Sir/Madam,
Using Unicode Fonts for Computing in Government

This refers to the Circular issued in relation to the above subject by the Presidential
Secretariat under the number SP/SB/01/07 dated 2007.03.14.

A consortium led by Information and Communication Technology Agency of Sri Lanka
(ICTA), produced a Sinhala software kit to enable computing with Sinhala Unicode fonts.
This software can be used only for computers running on Windows XP (with Service
Pack 2 installed) and works perfectly with the standard Wijesekara keyboard which is the
widely use keyboard in Sri Lanka. This Sinhala software (in a CD) can be obtained from
ICTA free of charge. This is also downloadable from www fonts.lk.

In order to obtain a CD containing the Sinhala kit or technical assistance in installing
Sinhala software, you may contact the Director, Re-engineering Government Programme,
ICTA, 160/24, Kirimandala Mawatha, Colombo 05 (phone 011-2369099/2369100, fax
0112368387, email — wasantha@icta.lk).

University of Colombo School of Computing (UCSC) has developed a Font Converter
which can be used to convert documents prepared by using proprietary fonts to Unicode
fonts. The Font Converter is also included in the above CD to assist you in converting the
existing documents to documents with Unicode fonts.

[ am attaching another document which contains more details on SLS1134;2004 and
Unicode fonts.

This letter is circulated with the approval of the Secretary to the President.

)
Yours féiithﬁﬂly,
ICT Agency of Sri Lanka
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Professor VK Samaranayake
Chairman
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ANNEX

USE OF SINHALA CHARACTER CODE FOR INFORMATION INTERCHANGE, SLS 1134;
2004, IN GOVERNMENT

What is SLS 1134;2004

When no standards were used, applications used their own fonts. This gave rise to private, non-standard
solutions, and to a large number of proprietary codes.

Through standardization it is possible to get out of the disorder caused by the use of numerous non-standard
solutions. The only available international standard for a Sinhala character set is Unicode. Unicode includes
provision for many languages, including Sri Lanka’s local languages, Sinhala and Tamil. SLS 1134, S¥i
Lanka standard Sinhala character code for information interchange, is consistent with the Unicode
standard. The rules for representing Sinhala in Unicode were incorporated into the Sri Lanka standard,
SLS 1134, published by the Sri Lanka Standards Institute,

The main section of the standard, SLS 1134; 2004 provides a coding of the set of Sinhala characters for use
in ICT. It contains provisions for storage, retrieval and machine to machine communication in Sinhala and
also provisions to co-exist with other languages specified in international standards.

It also provides a revised keyboard, based on the layout of the “Wijesekera” typewriter keyboard. The
International Standards Organization (ISO) has accepted SLS 1134 for inclusion in ISO/IEC 10646-1
(ISO/IEC 10646-1 Information Technology — Universal Multiple Octet Coded Character Set.).

Part 1 {Collation sequence) of the standard defines the Sinhala collation sequence for sorting Sinhala words
and names. This is necessary in databases for sorting Sinhala consistently to satisfy the usage requirements
of the public sector.

Part 2 (Requirements and methods of Test) of the standard is a method for testing Sinhala fonts, Sinhala
support software with or without keyboard, websites, computer systems preloaded with Sinhala for

conformity with SLS 1134, thus allowing products to gain certification guaranteeing conformity.

Why use SLS 1134:2004

1) Compatibility: The standard enables documents and websites produced by compliant software to be read
and edited universally.

2) Choice: Many commercial, academic and non-profit entities are developing and supporting SLS1134
compliant products. The market leaders of Sinhala software products now develop software and fonts
compatible with SLS 1134; 2004. The adoption the standard, an open standard, allows proprietary and
FOSS vendors to compete fairly.

4) Quality assurance: With SLS 1134 Part 2, users such as Government organizations will be assured that
the products they purchase and use conform to an accepted standard, and also vendors will be able to get

their products certified, and give an assurance of quality to their customers.

SLS 1134;2004 Compatible Software

SLS 1134;2004 compliant software is supported by the following operating systems (These are the
minimum requirements for each of these systems):

Microsoft Windows XP, with Service Pack 2 (SP2) installed.
Ubuntu 7.x

Red Hat Enterprise Linux 5

Debian 4.0.

Office productivity Suite (Minimum requirements):
Open Office 2.1
Microsoft Office XP, 2003

Please visit www.fonts.Ik for usage guidelines



